CHINA

which are usually d\\elt upon by western
travellers and residents.

There is one other important point m
which China contrasts with India. China
has been and remains politically independent
and united This statement needs some
qualification, but it is essentially true
The Tartars and the Manchus have con-
quered China, but they have imposed on her
nothing but a dynasty. They have adopted
completely the manners, customs, ideas of
the conquered Of China it is truer even
than of Greece that Capta ferum vtctorem
cepit Not so India. The Mahometans, in
spite of conversions, remain Mahometans,
different in religion, different in sentiment,
different in social institutions, from the Hindus.
Nothing yet has brought the two communities
into harmony; and their antagonism is still,
and perhaps increasingly, an important factor
in the Indian situation. Again, India, until
the British conquest, has never been welded
into a political unity. The largest native
empires, like that of Asoka, the largest alien
ones, like that of the Moguls, never included
the whole peninsula And, in addition, there
have been always the vertical divisions of caste.